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THORN NOMAD S&S 
Issue 2 May 2009 “The ultimate , affordable adventure touring machine” 

S&S Couplings 

 are  standard 

equipment 

 

 

Brochure incorporates, 

THORN Rohloff eXp 

and THORN eXpR 

Please read and note. Prices are  rising all the 
time and we do not wish to waste resources; 
consequently the prices, in printed copies of this 
brochure, may no longer be correct. The current 
prices, given in the on line brochure, are correct 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

£2099 

Upgrade to a “Hand Made in Somerset” Rohloff eXp frame and fork without couplings……... £ 700 

Upgrade to a “Hand Made in Somerset” Rohloff eXp frame and fork with S&S couplings…... £ 1200 

Upgrade to a “Hand Made in Somerset”  eXp R frame and fork without couplings…... ……….£ 750 

Upgrade to a “Hand Made in Somerset”  eXp R frame and fork with couplings…………….….£ 1250 

 
All Hand Built in Somerset frames are made individually for each customer and (almost) any size can be produced. 

 

  

Call on    01278 441500 
Email    sales@thorncycles.co.uk 
Online     www.sjscycles.com 
 

 

 

 

Please note occasionally some items become unavailable for 
long periods of time. We reserve the right to substitute items of 
similar (or greater) value, where there will be no adverse affect 
on function. No surcharge will be made for this.                       

St John St Cycles is a trading style of Thorn Cycles Ltd 
(incorporated in England 4121096) registered office: St John 
St Cycles, 91-93 St John St, Bridgwater, TA6 5HX 

St John St Cycles, 
Thorn Cycles, 
91-93 St John St, 
BRIDGWATER, 
Somerset  
TA6 5HX 

 



<Rigida Grizzly (Rohloff aligned eyelets) 
 

                                                    Thorn women’s anatomical saddle 

 

M532 

Rigida CSS black rims...with long-lasting tungsten carbide braking surface. 
Includes set of 4 x Swissstop blue cartridge brake pads...these require cartridge  
Shoes...please select LX or Deore V brake upgrade, highly recommended! Choose either:- 

Heavy duty Andra 30 CSS rims with Rohloff specific drilling……………..+£55 
Or lighter weight Grizzly CSS rims, with eyelets aligned for Rohloff…….+£55  

XT M770 

£90 
 

 
XT 32 hole front hub (better bearings and seals) 

+ £30 

+ £170 

+ £190 

 

Choose the following option to future-proof your Nomad...in case a disc brake, suitable for 
touring, becomes available 

Notes on handlebar grip and bar end compatibility 
with a Rohloff Shifter 
 
If you ride with your right hand constantly gripping the Rohloff 
shifter, the bones at the base of the thumb can  
become very painfully bruised. Male riders, with average sized 
hands, need 112mm (or more) of handlebar grip to provide suffi-
cient room to avoid this constant contact. 
But please note that if 112mm long grips are used, there is not enough 
straight section to fit bar ends to the outside of our comfort bars (the 
bends take up much of the available width of these bars) But please 
note that Comfort bars, with Ergon grips but without bar ends, are still a 
highly recommended and very comfortable option, especially on rides 
where breaks from cycling are expected. 
 
Straight bars with Ergon grips and either Cane Creek ergo control or 
SJS ergo control bar ends are also a highly recommended set up and 
are especially very suitable for use where many hours in the saddle are 
anticipated...without a break! 
 
Inboard bar ends seem like a good idea but very few people 
actually end up using them much. 
 
Ergon WP-1 women’s handlebar grips are not suitable for Rohloff 
use...the smaller diameter grip makes the “step” up in diameter of the 
Rohloff shifter more noticeable. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Thorn men’s anatomical saddle 

 

O        or black 
  

 

 

 

+£15 

+£200 

+£75 
+£90 
+£20 

+£20 
+£85 



 Tyre Upgrades...cost per pair 

> Schwalbe Marathon Supreme folding tyre [HD-V Guard] puncture  
protection (HS 382) 
A superb upgrade for most people 26 x 2.0 (50-559) 
(45mm mudguards are too narrow) please select option [MG55N], 
[MG65W], [CMG2.0], [CC1] or [MG0] from “Mudguards Options” below 
…………………………………………………………………………….+£15  

Thorn Accessory bar, black: …………………………………………....£16 
55mm                         ________________105mm 

 

 

£50 

£130 
£45 
£19 

+£35 

Platform type 
Shimano MX30 DX ATB flat pedals………………………….£60 
 
Other pedals, please specify………………………………………….. 

 

PD-A530 pedals………….. 
platform 

£8 

£29 

£7 

£29 

£25 

 

16t……………..£25 
 

 
  

 

 

 



 

 Our “Hand built for you in Somerset” range of 
frames are however, more than just superbly 
functional machines, they are works of art.  
The smooth-filed fillet brazed machines are 
embellished with brazed-on stainless steel badges 
and these frames have sealed tubes, to ensure 
that internal rust can not prematurely destroy 
them. The eXp range are built to last 2 lifetimes; 

although we only guarantee them for one!  

The cost of our most expensive bicycle 
is less than the loss incurred during the 
first 10 seconds of ownership of a new 

motor car! 
It’s little wonder then, that some cyclists, who 
could easily find a perfect fit on an off the shelf 
frame, choose to treat themselves to the very 
best of the best! 
Andy Blance  (our designer) has developed, with Reynolds, a vast 
array of tubes (mostly 853) in different gauges and diameters, to 
ensure that your new baby delivers exactly what you are looking for, 
be in no doubt that Andy will certainly tell you if you are looking for 
the impossible.  

 Kevin Sayles  is our resident master builder, we won’t 
say that he is the finest builder in the world, we just say that, if 
you travel the world, you won’t find a better one!  
A perfect job can’t be improved upon.  
Kevin works slowly and methodically, with 
painstaking detail, he is a master “with the torch”, 

every one of his frames is an individual work of art 
and we pay him a generous wage. 

 It should now be obvious that these 
frames are not, by any means, going to 
be cheap; even we would agree that they 
are fiercely expensive! But, considering 
the end result, the expertise, the 
guarantees and the pleasure it will give 
over a lifetime, each one represents 
excellent value for money. 
 
(Please see page 5 for current upgrade cost) 

Rohloff eXp and eXpR  

………..“Hand built for you in Somerset” 

The Thorn Rohloff eXp and eXpR have 
received the highest possible critical 
acclaim, they truly are the definitive 
Rohloff-geared touring bikes 

.The Rohloff eXp is designed to accept 
2.25” tyres with mudguards it has the 
BB height to traverse severely 
broken terrain. 
The eXpR has more elegant, tighter 
clearances  and will accept 1.75 tyres 
and ‘guards. It has straight stays and 
a lower BB height 

Our “off the shelf” Nomad S+S bikes are 
truly superb bikes, there is absolutely no 
need for a custom built frame for 99% of 
individuals. 

(custom built frame upgrade) 



As previously mentioned, the Rohloff eXp has 
“cranked” seat stays and chain stays, to give it 
the clearances necessary to fit 26 x 2.25” tyres, 
with sufficient mudguard clearance to allow 
the bikes to be used in mucky conditions 
without clogging. The bottom bracket height 
is sufficient to allow the bikes to cover 
severely broken terrain with little risk of 
bashing your feet into a rock. Although the 
Rohloff eXp may be used with 26 x 1.75” tyres, 
it will look very “gappy”, this of course does 
not matter as far as the ride is concerned but 
it can upset some people’s aesthetic 
sensibilities. 
The eXp R has straight stays and is much 
more elegant looking, when used with narrow 
1.5 or 1.75” tyres. The straight stays will not, 
of course,  allow the eXpR to accept tyres 
wider than 1.75”. (Actually there is just room 
to squeeze in some slick 2.0” tyres, such as 
Schwalbe Marathon Supreme but there is very 
little room to spare if you buckle a wheel. These 
narrower tyre sizes are more suitable for 
tarmac and short sections of good quality trail 
and the eXpR frames have a lower BB height 
to make the most of these conditions. The 
eXpR carries a heavy load beautifully yet, 
when you drop the kit off at “base camp”, you 
are left with a very exciting bike. 

I am very fortunate in owning two superb 
touring bikes. I have an S&S coupled eXXp 
(see Thorn Sterling brochure), for rough road 
touring and air travel and I have a non-coupled 
eXpR for European tarmac touring. If I “only” 
had one bike, it would, without doubt, be the 
Rohloff eXp, the pleasures of being able to 
travel on rough tracks, away from motorised 
traffic, are beyond words. Some of the best 
“mountainbiking” I have ever experienced 
was the ride up to Mt Aspiring hut (SI...NZ), 
after dropping the bags off at the campsite in 
Wanaka, on my original derailleur geared eXp. 
 My own eXpR is the best 
handling bike that I have ever 
ridden and I have clocked over 
100Kph, with full camping kit, 
down the very bumpy descent of 
the Bwlch y Groes (the highest 
pass, on sealed pubic roads in Wales). 

You could never accuse either of 
these bikes of being lightweight 
but the extra stiff frames 
respond so well to a spirited 
effort yet, because they are the finest steel 
obtainable, they also provide a comfortable ride.  

<These bikes really are thoroughbreds! 

Rohloff eXp and eXpR 
Which bike should I choose? 

By Andy Blance 



                     Andy and Fiona 
Crossing back into Chile from Argentina. 
(This crossing is only possible by foot, horse or bike!) 



 
 

Above, 
dropping 
down into 
Chile (and the 
main road) 
from the Paso 
Christo 
Redentor. 
 
Right, 
still dropping 
down... 
 30 minutes 
and a visit to 
the customs, 
later. 



 



 

 



           Tungsten Carbide (CSS) rims 
Heavy duty Andra 30 CSS 
available with Rohloff-specific drilling 

weight 686g width 24mm. These 
rims are the best  available choice for 
heavy touring, long tours or simply for the 
longest possible service life. 

 
Lighter weight Grizzly CSS 
Available with eyelets aligned for Rohloff 
weight 520g width 24mm. 
These rims are also strong enough for 
heavy loads and for long tours. They are 
especially suitable for lighter riders, for use 
on less demanding terrain or for more 
performance oriented cycle touring 

 

Swissstop Blue 
brake pads… 
for Thorn Tungsten 
Carbide rims 

 



 

Stop Press! We have just completed extensive testing of 
Schwalbe Marathon Supreme 2.0” tyres on the 
very mixed (!) surfaces found on Southern India’s roads. 
These “deeply grooved slick” tyres are exceptionally quick 
and reassuring on broken tarmac and almost as quick as 
1.75” Paselas on smooth tarmac. Although they have no 
side knobs to “bite”, they will cope with short sections of 
loose surface (sand, road ballast, mud etc.) as long as care 
is taken to keep the cycle as upright as possible.  
Whilst these tyres would be a liability on Ripio (or many 
bridleways!) and they would be a bit too heavy on a sporty 
bike, they are probably perfect for most peoples’ general 
touring in the UK and Europe and especially suitable where 
poor roads, Sustrans routes and canal tow paths are 
combined with sections of perfect surface. 

Buy a Nomad S&S, 
ride it for 100 days 
and, if you are not 
<totally delighted, 
<upon its return we 
<<will refund the 
<<purchase price.  
Offer on complete bikes only. 

 

Ooooh, that water’s cold! 



<<To read “Andy and Fiona’s adventures in south America” 
<<<<<<<<<<Visit our website and look for downloads 
 

   http://www.thorncycles.co.uk/downloads/Andy_and_Fiona's_Adventures_in_South_America_2005_Parts1_and_2.pdf 

 


